The relaxin gene is located on chromosome 19 in the mouse.
Relaxin is a polypeptide hormone that exerts a variety of physiological effects during pregnancy. To investigate the possibility that known genetic mutations affecting aspects of reproductive physiology result in alterations in the structure or production of relaxin, we have determined the chromosomal location of the mouse gene. The finding of a BamHI restriction fragment length polymorphism in AKR mice enabled us to use recombinant inbred strains to make an assignment to chromosome 19. This was confirmed by Southern analysis of DNA from microcell hybrids.